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From Jenny Preston Federation Chairman 

As I write this, we are still experiencing stringent guidelines from the Government 

restricting our movement. It is a difficult time but staying at home and only going out 

when necessary as advised seems to be paying dividends. Let’s hope that it won’t be too 

long before we can all meet up again. 

I’m sure you’re all filling your time profitably. I have a project that I intended starting when 

I retired and this might just be the time that I get round to it – I'm not going to share it in 

case it doesn’t happen! Please let us know what you and your WI have been doing, I’m 

sure that there are some inventive ideas out there.   

I hope that you’re all handwashing as advised. I've been doing an experiment with this. 

I’ve found that singing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice only takes 10 seconds so I tried the 

‘National Anthem’ - much more patriotic and takes 20 seconds singing at a reasonable 

speed. I’ve also tried ‘Jerusalem’, that takes 40 seconds! 

Joking aside, we just need to follow Government guidelines and look out for anyone in 

our communities and WIs who may be vulnerable. Do consider making a phone call to 

anyone you know who is on their own and may not have a wide circle of friends or family. 

That phone call could well make someone’s day. 

In the meantime, keep safe and stay well until things are back to normal. 

 

With my very best wishes 

Jenny 

SCRUBS UP FOR DORSET 

Can you help we urgently need material and helpers to make SCRUBS for Dorset. 

 WIs throughout Dorset are already helping out but more is needed. 

 

Link for patterns for Scrub Caps and Mask Adapters. 

https://childokefordwi.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR2jV5UENGORjzJ8fBnLEESzfCQlLS-
V04S0JHTTzr6xqUmYKSgQTQ56Yz4  

https://childokefordwi.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR2jV5UENGORjzJ8fBnLEESzfCQlLS-V04S0JHTTzr6xqUmYKSgQTQ56Yz4
https://childokefordwi.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR2jV5UENGORjzJ8fBnLEESzfCQlLS-V04S0JHTTzr6xqUmYKSgQTQ56Yz4
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DFWI ANNUAL MEETING –  

THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER 2020  

At The Lighthouse Theatre, Poole 

The Yorkshire Shepherdess, Amanda 

Owen, is our afternoon speaker. 3 

bestselling books, two hit TV series, 1000 

sheep, 9 ‘free-range’ children, 1 husband 

and an assortment of farmyard animals — 

life for Amanda is anything but dull. In her 

latest book, Adventures Of The Yorkshire 

Shepherdess, Amanda brings readers up 

to date with life on the farm. Life at 

Ravenseat is truly in tune with nature.  

Our morning speaker, Dr Annie Gray 

historian and author, specialises in the 

history of food and dining from c1600 to 

present day. Her book, Victory in the 

kitchen, tells the story of Georgina 

Landemere who worked for the Churchills 

between 1940 and 1954.  

 IN THIS ISSUE DETAILS OF — GOLF CROQUET  — WILLOW WORKSHOP 

DORSET FEDERATION DENMAN WEEKEND 

TICKETS AVAILABLE WHEN THE OFFICE REOPENS 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1PRFI_enGB886GB886&q=Adventures+Of+The+Yorkshire+Shepherdess&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NEyPLzGoyEuzeMTozS3w8sc9YSmnSWtOXmO04eIKzsgvd80rySypFNLjYoOyVLgEpVB1ajBI8XOhCvEsYlV3TClLzSspLUotVvBPUwjJSFWIzC_KLs7ILEpVCM5ILchILUpJ
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1PRFI_enGB886GB886&q=Adventures+Of+The+Yorkshire+Shepherdess&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NEyPLzGoyEuzeMTozS3w8sc9YSmnSWtOXmO04eIKzsgvd80rySypFNLjYoOyVLgEpVB1ajBI8XOhCvEsYlV3TClLzSspLUotVvBPUwjJSFWIzC_KLs7ILEpVCM5ILchILUpJ
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Contact Details 

Dorset Federation of  

Women’s Institutes  

Write to:  

DFWI, County House,  

18 Crown Street West,  

Poundbury,DT1 3DW.  

Telephone: 01305 266366  

Federation Secretary  Email: 

federationsecretary@dorsetwi.org  

General enquiries  Email: 

reception@dorsetwi.org  

Office Hours  

Monday & Friday: Office CLOSED  

Tuesday: 10am-1pm; 2-4pm.  

Wednesday: 10am-1pm; 2-4pm.  

Thursday: 10am-1pm.  

Federation Chair 

Jenny Preston 

Federation Secretary  

Diane Towndrow  

Editor of Dorset WI News: 

Isabell van Millingen  Email: 

newseditor@dorsetwi.org  

Website Editor:  

Jane Doughty  Email: 

janeannedoughty@hotmail.com  

Website: www.theWI.org.uk/dorset  

Dorset WI News Subscription  

£3 per year (9 issues) if pre-ordered  

by January.  

Single copies: 35 pence.  

COPY DEADLINE: 1st of the month,  

two months prior to publication date  

(eg. 1 April for June issue)  

Advertisement Rates  

WI Members (Non-Commercial): 15p 

per word.  

WI Members (Commercial): 30p per 

word.  

Non-WI Speakers and Commercial: 

40p per word. Logo: £5 (One-off 

charge).  

ALL RATES INCLUDE VAT.  

Please send your cheque made 

payable to DFWI Ltd with your order.  

 

Please send in news by post to The Editor, Dorset WI News, DFWI, 18 Crown Street West, 

Poundbury DT1 3DW, or by Email to me at: newseditor@dorsetwi.org Do, please, look through 

your photographs for pictures of Dorset scenes for the front cover. You may send them by 

post to DFWI as above with a correctly-stamped SAE if you want them returned, or by Email 

attachment (as “jpgs”) to the Email address above. Please make sure you include your name, 

WI and details of where the scene is – and if it’s an outdoor scene, the month in which the 

photograph was taken.  

For eight years I've been your Editor for 

Dorset WI News, and I've enjoyed it all 

immensely.  Now I'm very happy to 

introduce to you my successor - Isabell 

van Millingen – who takes over from 

this issue as Editor. Isabell is a very 

active member of Wool WI. I am 

delighted that after several months of 

sharing the editorial role with me, she 

has agreed to take over the job and 

bring her considerable talent to its 

production. Her contributions to the last 

few issues of the magazine have been 

of substantial help to me and I have no 

hesitation in saying that I am very 

happy to hand over my role to her – I 

know she will take the magazine 

forward with enthusiasm and skill and 

share with you all the pleasure of 

belonging to such an iconic 

organisation as ours.   

Thank you all for your generous 

contributions to our publication and 

your help with photographs to go with 

your reports. I have loved hearing from 

you all and will miss that! A special 

thank you, too, to those of you who 

have allowed us to use your precious 

photographs to adorn our front cover. 

We all enjoy so many classic views of 

Dorset from you and know how much 

effort you 

put into 

looking for 

the best 

angles and 

the most 

appealing 

sights. I 

loved 

hearing from 

you all and 

discussing 

with you the 

best way to 

show off your photographs – another 

aspect of the job that I will miss.  

There are still WIs in Dorset whose 

names never appear in the magazine, 

and if yours is one of these, then I hope 

you will think about making news and 

sending in your reports and 

photographs to Isabell, at 

newseditor@dorsetwi.org .  

I will follow the magazine with especial 
fondness because of the joy it has 
given me to do the work. My very best 
wishes to Isabell and to all of you.  

FROM RETIRING DORSET WI NEWS 

EDITOR - LIZ BEESON 

 

ALTOGETHER WI  

has good WI china for hire to 

other WIs for events. Nominal fee 

£10.  

Please contact Mrs Chris Smith on 

07915 404091 or  

chris.smith1979@virginmedia.com 

PIANIST  

required to accompany/lead our  

“Singing for Fun”  

group in Toller Porcorum. 

We are keen to improve and learn new songs! 

Contact Jen Wardle 01300 321162 or  

e-mail: 

 jennywardle56@gmail.com 

for more details. 

mailto:federationsecretary@dorsetwi.org
mailto:reception@dorsetwi.org
mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
mailto:janeannedoughty@hotmail.com
https://www.thewi.org.uk/become-a-member/structure-of-the-wi/england/dorset/about-us
mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
mailto:chris.smith1979@virginmedia.com
mailto:jennywardle56@gmail.com
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How is your WI adapting to the coronavirus crisis?   

Here at DFWI we would like to hear the ways WIs throughout the county are helping their family, friends and 

neighbours in the communities we live in.  How are we keeping in touch with each other, are we exploring ways of 

using the Internet, Facebook, WhatsApp etc to contact our friends and family.   

We have produced the May issue in the Digital format so that we are able to keep in contact with all the WIs in the 

county and we hope members who do not have access to the internet are somehow given a paper copy of the 

magazine, perhaps printed off by a fellow WI member. 

WIs throughout the county have been responding in their own way to this crisis and in our map above we can see the 

’helping hand’ of the WI at work.    

How is your WI responding to this crisis?  Email newseditor@dorsetwi.org and let us know and we will update our map 

for the June Issue. 

Photo Competition  

We are running a Lockdown Photo Competition with a chance to win a lovely bottle of champagne. 

Photographs submitted by WI members and voted on by WI members. 

Themes are:  Out and About, Crafty Ways, Flour Power and Gardening Frenzy. 

Send your photographs to newseditor@dorsetwi.org and we will upload them to the  

Dorset FWI – News Website https://dorsetfwi-news.weebly.com/ competition page.   

There you can view and select the photo you think is best and vote for it using the form provided at the bottom of the 

page. The photographs will be uploaded daily so you don’t need to wait to send them in and also vote. Each photo will 

have a unique letter, this letter and your WI name should be entered on the form and submitted to us. 

The competition will run until the end of June. So you have plenty of time to get snapping. 

Please remember to put the Letter of the photograph and your WI name on the form. 

THE HELPING HAND OF THE WIs IN DORSET 

C.O.—Child Oakford; C.B.—Christchurch Belles; L.M—Lychett Matraverse; S.&.W.—Sandford and Wareham; Stob’rgh—Stoborough 

A.H.—Amberwood Highcliffe 

mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
https://dorsetfwi-news.weebly.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/westdorsetscrubbers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/westdorsetscrubbers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/935950156808003/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/935950156808003/
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mailto:stonefarmcottage@btinternet.com
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MEMBERSHIP & SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Yvonne Marsh. Vice Chairs Lyn Coleman & Jan Watson   

WI Advisers will be organizing workshops for all. 

Come and learn about the role and responsibilities of 

the President, Secretary and Treasurer. You do not 

have to hold one of these offices already or be a 

committee member to come along. However, if you 

are already in one of these roles or are considering 

volunteering for one then you may find this useful. 

There will be plenty of time to network with other WI 

members. I have yet to come away from one of these 

days without a good idea to implement. Every WI is 

different, but there are certain areas of common 

practice that we need to adhere to.  

Your WI can fund these workshops, but we do ask you 

to share your learning with others and let us know if 

you find the workshops helpful.  

WI Advisers are always available to contact by email 

or by phone, but there is nothing quite like meeting up 

with each other and hearing about WIs so we hope 

you will book a place and we look forward to meeting 

you.  

The workshop on Saturday, 4 July at Lytchett 

Matravers Village Hall has now been cancelled, 

however the one at Loders Village Hall on Saturday 

19 September 10.00—15.30hrs is still planned to go 

ahead. 

The cost will be £10. This includes lunch, tea and 

coffee. 

Lyn Coleman 

RUNNING YOUR WI — WORKSHOPS FOR ALL 

Despite being confined to barracks we must not let 

Coronovirus interrupt our fight for the planet. Keep 

refusing, reusing and recycling! We must also find new 

ways to ensure that things don’t get worse whilst we 

are ‘away from the front’! Fortunately, once our 

members take up a cause they stick to it – One 

Member One Tree has taken off we have several WIs 

asking about how they can take part. I have been in 

touch with Dorset County Council to ask them if they 

have places where we can plant trees. BCP 

{Bournemouth Poole and Christchurch) have 

suggested a site where we can plant 750 whips (small 

twigs!) which Woodland Trust will supply. Lytchett 

Matravers WI and the Parish Council are both 

celebrating their centenary this year and they are 

planning to plant 75 trees! Could your WI plant trees in 

your community? If so the process is to find a 

landowner who is willing to help with land and then 

contact Woodland Trust. It would be great if members 

could join the Woodland Trust if we want them to 

support us we should support them.  

We have also had a good response to our request for 

Climate Champions in every WI. This role is not onerous 

– the two Climate Ambassadors Mary Morris and Carol 

Brown will help 

you. We will 

send out 

information 

about different 

aspects of 

Climate Change 

in the monthly 

fliers, your role 

will be to share 

this information 

with members 

and enthuse 

and encourage 

them to keep up the good work!   

Those of us that do not number amongst the ancients 

who are in isolation could help with beach cleaning. 

Mary has sent a message to ask members to contact 

their councils to check their recycling policies – exactly 

what can and is being recycled? 

Stay safe! Carol Brown 

CLIMATE CHANGE – ACTION! 

**Audio copies of WI Life** 
The Kent Association for the Blind who produce and send out the audio version of WI Life have had to temporarily 

close its office. If you know of a member who receives these CDs would you be able to provide a recorded version 

of at least some of the items in WI Life so that these members do not miss out? I'm sure that this would be much 

appreciated. 
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Chairman: Margaret Bunch  Vice Chair Jean Filby

BLENHEIM PALACE 

Blenheim Palace is a monumental country house in 

Woodstock Oxfordshire. It is the principal residence of 

the Duke of Marlborough and the birth place of Sir 

Winston Churchill. 

We are planning a trip on THURSDAY 10 

SEPTEMBER 2020. The day will include an Audio 

Tour Guide of the Palace, visit to the Formal gardens 

landscaped by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, dine in one 

of the cafes or restaurants or enjoy a picnic lunch in 

the grounds as well as a visit to the gift shop. The cost 

will be £36 and the coach will start at Dorchester with 

pickups at Blandford and Wimborne. 

Please apply on the form on the back cover or get a 

booking form from the website. Final booking date is 

31 July. 

WILLOW WORKING  

Have you ever tried your hand at Willow working? 

Come along to our Willow Working Workshop on 

Friday 2 October at Moreton Village Hall. Jenny 

Knight, is a delightful and experienced tutor, who will 

show you how to make different willow Christmas 

decorations. 

The number of participants is limited to 20, to ensure 

you have sufficient support from the tutor, so do apply 

promptly to DFWI to secure your place. 

The cost, for a whole day’s tuition, including all the 

equipment, is £35, which I’m sure you’ll agree is very 

good value. 

Look out for a booking form in the June Issue. 

UPDATE FROM MARGARET BUNCH - EVENTS CHAIRMAN 

Due to the ongoing situation with Covid-19 we have cancelled our visit to Chavenage 

House on Tuesday 16th June but we are hoping to move it to June 2021 

WIs who wish to take part in the DFWI Skittles League 2020/21 please email me at  

EventsChair@dorsetwi.org so we know the numbers. An Application Form (£10 per team) can 

be obtained when County Office reopens. In these unpredictable times we hope to still be able 

to have enough teams to support a League. 

2020 Quiz Questions will also still be available from County Office when it reopens and the 

date for the Quiz Final, which may be in an afternoon, will be confirmed later. 

I and the Events Committee members hope that we can hold our Future Events booked for 

Autumn and beyond.  

We will rearrange dates for the Dorset Buttons, Feather Stitching and Quilling workshops in 

County House, as soon as the Social Distancing and Lock Down are removed.  

Take Care and Stay Safe.  Margaret Bunch 

mailto:EventsChair@dorsetwi.org
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FUTURE EVENT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Singing Workshop—10 October Moreton Village Hall 

Xmas Crafts—7 November Carey Hall 

Slimbridge Wetland Centre—18 November 

Longleat Lights—3 December 

Wreath Workshop—5 December County House 

Floral Event—12 December Allendale Centre Wimborne 

Quiz Final— Moreton Village Hall 

** IMPORTANT INFORMATION ** 
 

CAMP BESTIVAL  

31 JULY TO 2 AUGUST 2020 

The DFWI Camp Bestival committee are sincerely hoping that Camp Bestival will go ahead as normal. However, 

since there is such uncertainty regarding major events in the summer, we would like to clarify our position. 

We are going ahead with plans for our Tea Tent, and would love you 

to volunteer to help please, for just the one, or even two or three 

days. All offers of help are very welcome, so do please send in your 

application forms – complete with email and mobile phone 

number please.  

Cakes, of course, will also be needed – how could we have a WI Tea 

tent without them?! However, given the unpredictable situation this 

year, we are asking if you would kindly wait until a little nearer the 

time (perhaps the end of June?) before they are brought in to County 

Office. 

With very many thanks Elaine Knight 

 

** IMPORTANT INFORMATION ** 

Unfortunately due to the 

ongoing situation with Covid-19 

we have had to cancel our visit 

to Rosa Cheney Gardens at 

Litton Cheney and also the 

Paddle Boarding at Poole Park. 

100 PLUS CLUB:  

£12 SUBSCRIPTION A YEAR FOR INDIVIDUALS OR BUY AS A GIFT FOR FAMILY OR FRIENDS. PLEASE 

SEND A CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO DFWI LTD AND ENCLOSE A CORRECTLY-PRICED SAE.  

Please note: The draw usually takes place several months before being published here. Winners are 

notified of their wins at the time of the draw.  

April 2020: (drawn in February 2020) May 2020: (drawn in March 2020) 

1
st

 72 Mrs Watson Sherborne 1
st 

37  Mrs P Tillyard Studland  

2
nd

 46 Mrs J Carey Chideock 2
nd 

19  Mrs S Roberts Motcombe  

3
rd

 50 Mrs A Duddell Lychett Matravers 3
rd 

74  Mrs L Ayre Broadmayne and West Knighton 

4
th

 24 Mrs S Hibbard Beaminster 4
th 

25  Mrs S Hibbard Blackdown  

5
th

 38 Mrs Selby Winterborne Kingston 5
th  

64  Miss S Peaty Yeovil  

100 Plus Club 

Unfortunately we are unable to draw the 100 Plus Club winners whilst we are in 
lockdown. Once things are back to normal we will make up for the missed months and 
the winners will be published in the Dorset magazine as usual.  
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Dorset Federation Denman Weekend  

Experience Spring 2021 in the 

beautiful setting of Denman College 

and the Oxfordshire countryside. 

The Federation has booked the 

whole college from Friday 7 to 

Sunday 9 May 2021 for Dorset WI 

members to enjoy a weekend in the 

company of friends, old and new, 

and to enjoy a range of courses to 

inspire, educate and entertain. 

Coach travel can also be provided 

for the weekend from local pickup 

points in the county. 

The courses are taken from the 

range offered by Denman and will 

be run by six experienced and 

skilled tutors.   

COOKERY – Try your hand at 

patisserie with Viennoiserie 

Breakfast Pastries, perfecting the 

skill of making all those delicious 

treats you enjoy with samples to 

take home to your family and 

friends. 

CRAFT – Choices give you an 

opportunity to make those special 

pieces of Silver Clay Jewellery for 

yourself or as gifts for others.  

Maybe try your hand at Wet Felting, 

making an individual, functional and 

attractive bag. Who of us would not 

like a new handbag? 

LIFESTYLE – The courses may 

offer you something new or an 

opportunity to explore further an 

interest. Explore the historical in the 

life, gossip the goings on in the 

Bedrooms, Banquets and Balls of 

the English country house, with 

visits to two historic houses.  

Join a special Spring Meadows & 

Woodland Glades Walk for Dorset 

Federation that has been planned 

for you to enjoy the ambiance of the 

season in the Oxfordshire 

countryside.  

For those that would like a new 

musical experience or learn more 

about playing a Ukulele, a 

beginner’s course, Kickstart 

Ukulele, will give you a new or 

improved skill along with an 

enjoyment of music. 

Have I tempted you? For further 

details and a booking form contact 

the office by post enclosing an A4 

self-addressed envelope with a 

large letter value stamp, or call in, 

address on page 2. Or if you would 

prefer a digital copy email 

DenmanAmbassador@dorsetwi.org 

and you can look forward to a 

rewarding WI experience. 

Marilyn Holehouse (Denman 

Ambassador) 

Dorset Kurling Finals 

This year, 26 teams took part in the DFWI 

Kurling League. On Tuesday 10 March, at 

Moreton, both Wool1 and Motcombe 

enjoyed playing in the semi-finals of the DFWI Kurling 

league, but were unfortunately knocked out. The 

Colehillians then played Broadstone Evening in the final. 

The atmosphere was quite tense, but the play was 

remarkably accurate, with many shots gaining a round of 

applause. Broadstone Evening WI won by 6 points to 3. 

They were presented with the lovely glass trophy by County 

Chairman Jenny Preston  

Members of Wool WI were thanked for providing an 

amazing choice of delicious cakes for our tea. 

It has been suggested that we change the format of the 

League next year, to enable teams to play more games. 

Dorset Skittles Finals 

The 2019/20 Skittles Final was held 

at The New Inn, West Knighton on 

Monday 16th March 2020. 

Finalists were Beaminster and 

Shillingstone and, after a very exciting and well 

played match, Shillingstone were the winners by 9 

points.  

Thank you to Kath Burt and Jo Skinner who came to 

help and Jenny Preston DFWI Chairman who ran 

our Raffle and presented Shillingstone with the Cup.  

mailto:Denmanambassador@dorsetwi.org
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COURSES AT COUNTY HOUSE – WE 

NEED YOUR HELP 

Have you got a secret talent or skill that you would love 

to share with other WI members? We would like to run 

more inexpensive day courses, workshops or activities 

in the Committee Room at County House. We have had 

Quilling and Feather Stitching days. For example, flower 

arranging – fresh or dried flower table decorations; 

gentle craft or activity classes; computer work or 

photography. (The Committee Room can hold as many 

as 30 for audience purposes, but where tables need to 

be used for participation, a maximum of 12 can be 

accommodated.) Please email Diane Towndrow, our 

Federation Secretary, with your suggestions, name and 

contact details.  

Margaret Bunch 

Dorset Feather Stitching at 

County House 

The weather was miserable, Christmas was well 

and truly over, summer seemed a long way off! I 

needed something to look forward to! Reading 

my copy of Dorset WI News, I saw that there 

was a Dorset Feather Stitching Workshop, 

perfect!!  

I booked immediately. I’d never done anything 

like this before and it all looked a bit daunting to 

me at first. The examples laid out on the table 

were so beautiful! But with expert tuition from 

Tess Burt, I think we all surprised ourselves!  

We all produced some really nice samplers by 

the end of the afternoon. I’d had such a lovely 

day, meeting ladies from other WIs and learning 

a new skill.  

Virginia McDermid 

Golf Croquet at Winterborne Valley 

Croquet Club, Winterborne Stickland  

A chance to play on the new lawns of the Winterborne 

Valley Croquet Club (formally Kingston Maurward CC). 

It is planned to hold the Annual Golf Croquet competition 

there in August details to be confirmed 

OFFICE NEWS 
COUNTY QUIZ 2020 

This year's DFWI County Quiz first round questions 

are now available for WI Secretaries to apply for by 

letter in the post, enclosing an A5 SAE, to County 

Office. You will be sent, when the office reopens, a 

sealed copy of the First Round Questions, an 

application form for you to complete with all the names 

of your team(s) and a request for your registration fee 

of £6.50 made payable to DFWI Ltd. when you return 

the form with your answers. You will need teams of 

four, and your WI can enter as many teams as you 

like for a single registration fee. The twenty teams with 

the highest number of correct answers in the first 

round will be invited to play in the Final. Please ensure 

that you fill in the form with all the names of your team

(s), a telephone number where you can be reached to 

inform you of your selection for the Final, and please 

also make sure that your team members will be 

available if your team is selected for the Final, which 

will be held at a date yet to be confirmed at Moreton 

Village Hall. Replacements for original team members 

will not be allowed. Answers to first round questions 

must be sent back to County Office (date to be 

confirmed).  Please ensure that you include your 

application form and your cheque as instructed above 

when you send back your answers.  

Diane Towndrow 
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Garden Talk by Michelle Brown and Lunch at Athelhampton 

On Monday 2nd March we held our first event at Athelhampton since the new owners took over.  

We had a coffee and catch up with friends in the conservatory this was then followed by a delightful talk by Michelle 

Brown, silver gilt award winner at Chelsea flower show. We had an insight into Chelsea from conception to the 

finished garden with lovely photos. Michelle shared her great enthusiasm for gardening with us all. A question and 

answer session followed afterwards. 

A lunch was served with delightful puddings and 61 WI members, the maximum number Athelhampton can hold, 

shared this fully booked event. 

Jo Skinner 
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CHRISTCHURCH BELLES WI 

Christchurch Belles turned one in January.  We have delighted members with interesting speakers who have 

covered, houses that fell down, midwifery in the 1950’s and how to keep safe on the water from the RNLI. Crafty 

Corner meetings allowing members to indulge in book art, decoupage, beading, paper folding, pottery painting, 

yarn and fabric crafts. Dinner Belles have tasted the delights of many of the local eating establishments. Walking is 

always a pleasure and we have undertaken treasure hunts, forays into bluebell woods and meanders around rivers 

and lakes. The skittles team have enjoyed several social events with local teams. There have been many 

memorable events: a Tuckton river cruise, New Forest Bus Tour and visit to Kimmeridge museum, with more plans 

for 2020. We have supported our local community with beach cleaning and providing gifts of love to a local care 

home at Christmas. We are preparing for another great year in 2020 having made a great start by embracing the 

#ShowTheLove campaign. 

Janet Rix 

GILLINGHAM EVENING WI 

At our February Craft club meeting, members of the Gillingham Evening WI 

spent a fun session stitching and embellishing green hearts, and some even 

made more at home. Our craft group secretary Barbara Lewis, together with our 

President Linda Anderson, (pictured) made a beautiful display to go into 

Gillingham Library. Several more hearts were made for members of the public to 

choose one or more to take away with them as a reminder to think about the 

effects of climate change – and hopefully think of joining our very active and 

happy WI. 

Diana Dean 

Beach Clean—Friars Cliff Dinner Belles at The Oaks Skittles Group at the Walkford  

Crafty Corner—Pottery Walking to find the Bluebells #Show the Love 
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ST CATHERINE’S HILL WI 

Members of the St Catherine’s Hill Christchurch WI at their February meeting were enthralled by speaker, Judy 

Fenyves, a professional ice dancer and skater for over 12 years. During this time she toured in ice shows to many 

parts of the world. She showed the members skates used for various types of progression on ice and explained 

how they were made. Skating, she said, evolved as a means of transport when people were trying to cross vast 

areas of ice to complete their journey. She described the techniques used to produce exotic results in the shows 

and showed many slides of the costumes worn. She described the clever methods of adding lighting to dresses 

and cloaks worn by dancers. She described how an ice rink – depth about three inches – could be produced on a 

stage in a theatre. Thanking the speaker Jennie Maund said how graceful skating dancers were. It was very nice to 

see the costumes and interesting to know how the different techniques used helped to make the shows so 

successful. President, Ann Price outlined plans planned for the WI for the near future. The annual lunch at the Lord 

Bute had been very successful. The president said the raffle and a competition had raised £187.00 towards the 

Institute’s current charity – Ashleys Birthday bank. She suggested that as a gesture to the recipients, members 

might like to bring gifts of Easter Eggs to the April meeting as they did last year. 

Mair Bridger 

CANFORD AND MERLEY WI 

Canford and Merley had a jolly Christmas Party being 

entertained by the Land Girls. An American Supper 

was served and six guests from visiting WIs helped 

the evening go with a swing. The evening finished with 

gifts and an entertaining reading of ‘The Night after 

Christmas’ 

Yvonne Dawson 

SUTTON POYNTZ VILLAGE WI 

The Vice President Dot Emblen opened the meeting 

with a minute’s silence to remember Pat Bugler an 

esteemed member and past president of our WI who 

had sadly passed away. 

We welcomed our speaker Colin Varndell a 

distinguished natural history and wildlife photographer to 

show us his presentation of The Natural Beauty of 

Dorset based on his book of the same name. He took us 

visually through the beauty of West Dorset in the dawn 

mist to the ammonites in the cliffs of Monmouth beach. 

We travelled via Golden Cap, the sun catching the 

colour in the evening to the swans at Abbotsbury and 

the terns on the Fleet. We saw Portland stone quarries, 

this stone having been used for buildings all over the 

world, along the coast to Redcliff Point and White Nothe 

with its gradual ongoing erosion, we passed Durdle 

Door with the upended Strata of the coast at this point 

and all of this interspersed with magnificent photos of 

wildlife from snakes and lizards to very rare orchids and 

birds only seen at special times of year We thank Colin 

and Susy for this magnificent presentation. 

We continued with the business meeting mentioning our 

Birthday lunch at the Avenue Restaurant Weymouth 

college, a Speaker on Garden Design and lunch at 

Athelhampton House, and very successful Darts 

evening at The Bridge Inn  

There was a lot of information from County Office read 

by Rita Riley such as Open day at Head office, A New 

members day also there are Climate change sponsors 

needed , NHS at 70 and a School readers project  

We have a summer outing in June to RNLI at Poole 

The flower of the month was won by Hazel Green and 

the competition by Sue Davis  

Dorothy Emblen   
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SILK SCARF PAINTING 
CLASSES. 

Paint your own 100% pure Silk Scarf 17” x 
71” (45x180cm) In two or three hours. 
Class size maximum 12 at County House, 
Poundbury at a date to be mutually 
agreed. The cost is £15 per person.  

If you wish, I would be happy to come to 
your WI venue, and at these locations, the 
maximum size of class would be 15 
people. For more details, and booking 
form, phone Linda Whatman on Tel: 
01258 860598 or email 
whatman13@talktalk.net.  

Linda Whatman 

BLANDFORD EVENING WI 

Seven years and expanding 

A cake with seven candles and seven special singers helped the 

ladies of Blandford Evening WI celebrate their seventh Birthday 

with a flourish recently. The rain and wind did not deter the 

members from turning out to hear accomplished acapella group, 

the Gravellers entertain at the party. Normally numbering up to ten 

performers, the Gravellers originated in Gravel Lane, Charlton 

Marshall (hence the name) but have since expanded to include 

members from all over the surrounding area. It was a great treat to 

have the Gravellers perform, with the ladies encouraged to join in 

when they could and even to harmonize, which they did with 

enthusiasm. Blandford Evening WI look forward to another active 

year of interesting visits, charity projects, community involvement 

and plain old fashioned fun. For more information see our website 

www.blandfordeveningwi.com and view us on Facebook and 

Twitter 

Sheila Chapman 

THORNCOMBE WI 

For our March meeting we welcomed Peter 

Kerton-Johnson, who spoke on his time in 

South Africa, where he served as a Pastor. 

English born, Peter went as a boy to South 

Africa. His wife was a schoolteacher, and 

when she was appointed to her first 

headship Peter began questioning what his 

future role might be. This resulted in him 

joining African Enterprise as an unpaid 

volunteer. At a time of no trust between the 

various political parties, and many hidden 

agendas, the object of African Enterprise 

was to get the various factions talking to 

each other. At a “bonding weekend” in the 

bush, a common desire emerged to make 

South Africa free. Fund-raising in the UK 

began, and the Sainsbury’s Trust was 

amongst donors from the wider community. 

Peter spoke of the day of the election – a 

peaceful day – and showed us a picture of 

a huge mass of people queuing up to vote  

Peter met Nelson Mandela just after he 

was released from Robben Island. There 

was a peace rally in a cricket stadium 

where all prayed for the well-being of the 

country. Peter spoke of his work during the 

transition process and of the different tribal 

factions abounding in that most beautiful of 

countries. How sad that the black people 

won their freedom from their white 

“masters”, but that corrupt politicians from 

their own people have let them down. 

This was an interesting and inspiring 

afternoon which gave us a great deal to 

ponder. 

Anne Johnson-Rooks 

mailto:whatman13@talktalk.net
http://www.blandfordeveningwi.com/
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Lockdown Centenary 

Our Centenary year during twenty twenty, 

Programme planned with events a’plenty, 

But right at the time of going to press 

Who would know what we’d have to address? 

With ‘stay home’ lockdown measures firmly in place, 

Annual meeting on hold ‘til we’d meet face to face, 

We had to keep going, keep calm, carry on, 

So front rooms it was, Easter bonnets we did don! 

Committee meetings throughout would continue, 

Thanks to the President’s trusted retinue, 

We sat at our laptops, any chosen device 

And emailed our way, tried to be concise! 

The Minutes produced just as per usual, 

Newsletters circulated for members’ perusal, 

We’re keeping in touch just like anyone should, 

Trying to help others and keep doing good. 

No virus can stop us from doing our best 

We’re the WI – we’ve strategies at our behest! 

We shall sit it out and wait ‘til it’s over 

And sing with the rest “The White Cliffs of Dover”. 

No wait – sorry I got that wrong… 

It’s something to do with another song. 

Yes that’s it – we’ll meet again, 

We know where – just not when! 

 

Karen Hesketh 
President, Lytchett Matravers WI 

1920—2020 


