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NEW DATE FOR ANNUAL MEETING—OCTOBER 21 2021 

CORONAVIRUS MAY HAVE SCUPPERED OUR EVENTS THIS YEAR 

BUT NEW HORIZONS BECKON AND THE EVENTS COMMITTEE 

HAVE A FUN FILLED 2021 PLANNED. 

Hit the water (not literarlly) and 

try Paddle Boarding at Poole 

Park 

Experience an assault on the 

senses and visit the Rose 

Garden at Litton Cheney (over 

350 roses, not to be sniffed at). 

Dorset WI Rambles 2020 

See page 7 for details 

Symondsbury, Bridport Hengistbury Head, Christchurch 

Dorset WI Rambles 2020 

See page 7 for details 

Questions are now available 

from County Office. 

(Further details on page 6) 

Closing date for first round  

answers back to County Office 

- 21st January 2021.  
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Contact Details 

Dorset Federation of  

Women’s Institutes  

Write to:  

DFWI, County House,  

18 Crown Street West,  

Poundbury,DT1 3DW.  

Telephone: 01305 266366  

Federation Secretary  Email: 

federationsecretary@dorsetwi.org  

General enquiries  Email: 

reception@dorsetwi.org  

Office Hours  

Monday & Friday: Office CLOSED  

Tuesday: 10am-1pm; 2-4pm.  

Wednesday: 10am-1pm; 2-4pm.  

Thursday: 10am-1pm.  

Federation Chair 

Jenny Preston 

Federation Secretary  

Diane Towndrow  

Editor of Dorset WI News: 

Isabell van Millingen  Email: 

newseditor@dorsetwi.org  

Website Editor:  

Jane Doughty  Email: 

WebEditor@dorsetwi.org  

Website: www.theWI.org.uk/dorset  

Dorset WI News Subscription  

£3 per year (9 issues) if pre-ordered  

by January.  

Single copies: 35 pence.  

COPY DEADLINE: 1st of the month,  

two months prior to publication date  

(eg. 1 April for June issue)  

Advertisement Rates  

WI Members (Non-Commercial): 15p 

per word.  

WI Members (Commercial): 30p per 

word.  

Non-WI Speakers and Commercial: 40p 

per word. Logo: £5 (One-off charge).  

ALL RATES INCLUDE VAT.  

Please send your cheque made 

payable to DFWI Ltd with your order.  

I moved to Marnhull in June 2000 and 

joined Marnhull WI in the September of 

that year. I was welcomed into the 

local WI and was soon voted onto the 

Committee. I was President for three 

years and after a one year break I 

went back on the Committee where I 

did a few years as Treasurer. I am still 

on the Committee!!!  

I joined the Dorset Federation Events 

Committee in 2011 and over the years 

I have helped and organised many of 

the Events. For the last 4 years I have 

organised the Skittles League and I am 

now proud to be Chairman of the 

Events Committee, and look forward to 

meeting many of you at Events in 2021 

The Events Committee were very 

pleased with our planned programme 

for 2000, then Lockdown arrived, BUT 

WE WILL BE BACK with postponed 

Events moved to 2021, including 

Chavenage House and Blenheim 

Palace. We 

are also 

hoping to 

rearrange 

the planned 

workshops 

at County 

House. If 

we are 

unable to 

have the Workshops at County House, 

we will look into having Speakers and 

Workshops via Zoom.  

If any members have ideas for Events 

or Workshops, hobbies and interests 

you would like to share with other 

members or Speakers you could 

recommend to do Zoom presentations 

please email Diane at County Office or 

me at margaretbunch3@talktalk.net. 

FROM OUR EVENTS CHAIRMAN  

 

 

Please send in news by post to The Editor, Dorset WI News, DFWI, 18 Crown 

Street West, Poundbury DT1 3DW, or by Email to me at: 

newseditor@dorsetwi.org Do, please, look through your photographs for pictures 

of Dorset scenes, or events for the news. You may send them by post to DFWI 

as above with a correctly-stamped SAE if you want them returned, or by Email 

attachment (as “jpgs”) to the Email address above. Please make sure you 

include your name, WI and details of where the scene/event is and the month it 

was taken.  

Dorset Federation News 

Photo Competition 

Thank you to all who submitted 

photographs for the competition 

and to all those who voted.  The 

winner was Lianne Haberfield 

from Parkstone WI with her lovely 

photograph of a deer in the 

woods. 

mailto:federationsecretary@dorsetwi.org
mailto:reception@dorsetwi.org
mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
mailto:janeannedoughty@hotmail.com
https://www.thewi.org.uk/become-a-member/structure-of-the-wi/england/dorset/about-us
mailto:newseditor@dorsetwi.org
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NFWI ANNUAL MEETING  

MONDAY 19 APRIL 2021 

The 2021 NFWI Annual Meeting will be held at the Royal 

Albert Hall in London on Monday 19 April 2021.  More 

information will be available in the months ahead. 

Next year is also the Royal Albert Hall’s 150th anniversary 

so it is a particularly special year for us to be part of their 

calendar of events. 

Albert Hall picture Creative Commons Bene Riobo 

100 PLUS CLUB:  

The lucky winners of the 100 plus club for the months of April to July are listed below.  Well done to all 

the winners a cheque will be on its way to you. 

100 PLUS CLUB DRAW FOR APRIL 2020 

1. 14  Mrs J Higgins, Lytchett Matravers 

2. 4 Mrs J Judd, Westbourne 

3. 16 Mrs P A Horton, Christchurch  

4. 26 Mrs M Edwards, Bride Valley 

5. 48 Mrs S Dean 

100 PLUS CLUB DRAW FOR MAY 2020 

1. 72 Mrs J Watson, Sherborne 

2. 46 Mrs J Carey, Chideock 

3. 35 Mrs June Maitland 

4. 57 Mrs A Kent, Ashley Heath 

5. 18 Mrs J Thompson, Charminster 

100 PLUS CLUB DRAW FOR JUNE 2020 

1. 25 Mrs S Hibbard 

2. 66 Mrs S Piper, Marnhull 

3. 45 Mrs J Carey, Chideock 

4. 29 Mrs M Lamont, Highcliffe   

5. 68 Mrs G Pape, Corfe Mullen  

100 PLUS CLUB DRAW FOR JULY 2020 

1. 5 Mrs M Eggleston, Cattistock 

2. 10 Mrs J Barfield, Talbot Village 

3. 52 Mrs M Wilson, Portesham 

4. 67  Mrs G Pape, Corfe Mullen 

5. 50 Mrs A Duddell, Lytchett Matravers 

FROM OUR FEDERATION CHAIRMAN JENNY PRESTON  
Since I last wrote many shops, pubs and restaurants have re-opened making life look a little more ‘normal’. It’s 

strange to have to wear a mask whilst doing my grocery shop but I’m slowly getting used to it although not 

enjoying the experience. Social distancing is being observed generally but not, unfortunately, on some of our 

beaches and don’t get me started on the mountains of rubbish left behind by those who have scant regard for our 

beautiful  landscapes. 

Anyway, moan over. The Federation Trustees are working towards re-opening our office in Poundbury. The 

provisional date is 7 September but it will not, in the first instance, be open to members. I’m sure you will 

understand that the safety and wellbeing of our staff is our first priority and we must ensure that the necessary 

measures are in place. 

As I’m sure you all know Denman is to close following a comprehensive consultation and discussion by the 

members of the National Board of Trustees. This is sad news but in the current economic climate it was just not 

viable to continue. 

You may also have heard that the Annual Meeting at the Lighthouse for 2021 has been booked for 21st October 

and we have been fortunate to engage the speakers originally booked for this year’s meeting. We will also be 

having a parade of banners as we did in the centenary year. That was certainly a spectacle and I look forward to 

seeing them again along with any new ones made since the last parade. 

We will keep you updated as things progress and I hope that we will be able meet up  again before too long. 

Enjoy the sunshine, take care and stay safe. 

    Jenny   
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FASHION ADDRESSES CLIMATE CHANGE 

Our generation is aware of the need to buy quality 

clothing – if we can afford it; after all it saves money in 

the long run! But the fashion industry as a whole is a 

major contributor to Climate Change and is just beginning 

to take steps to remedy this. 

Harper’s Bazaar, the major fashion magazine, has 

printed an article on the negative impact the industry is 

having and steps that can be taken to improve the 

situation. The heading is: 

RETHINK THE RUNWAY. 

Currently hundreds of people fly in from all over the 

world, travel in cars and taxis. The production of fashion 

shows is extremely wasteful; sets and props use up vast 

quantities of materials and are thrown away afterwards. A 

huge amount of electricity and water is used too – all for 

a show lasting minutes! A report by Zero to Market stated 

that 241,000 tons of CO2 was 

produced in the 4 weeks of 

international fashion shows, 

the New York show being 

responsible for 37% of that. 

Designers and brands are 

being asked to rethink their 

businesses to be more 

sustainable.  

Some are already responding in interesting ways: Dior 

used hundreds of trees in their nature - based show 

which were then planted all around Paris! And there is a 

real move towards sustainability. Stella McCartney is a 

good example – she even offers Vegan handbags! 

Etiquette is another, they use recycled materials for their 

line Reworking the Old. 

Fast Fashion is the main driver of waste in clothing – they 

sell disposable items which are trend based and cost 

little. Campaigners blame these retailers for 100m tons of 

waste annually. We have seen the photos of vast piles of 

clothing in landfill. And cheap cotton tee shirts use 

thousands of litres of water, 200 litres for one tee-shirt!  

This has to change; retailers like New Look, Zara and 

Primark are the 

biggest promoters of 

fast fashion – to the 

young of course!  

So, what can we do? 

Lead by example! We 

can talk to our children 

and grandchildren 

about the effect that 

their ‘need’ for new clothes is having on the planet – it is 

after all their future we are trying to protect. Get them 

interested in why and how they can and should make 

changes. My granddaughter always looks amazing in her 

vintage charity shop finds!  

ELECTRICALS RECYCLING 

Anything with a plug, battery or cable can be recycled 

even a 

lawnmower. 

There will be a 

special area at 

your recycling 

center. There is 

even a bin in a 

local village for 

small electrical 

items such as 

hairdryers and 

irons. It is the 

fastest growing area of recycling, 75% of all electrical 

items can be recycled.  

SUSTAINABLE JEWELLERY 

Pandora have announced that they will no longer be 

producing their jewellery in mined silver and gold but will 

only be using recycled materials. This is especially good 

news because their items are often bought by young 

women and it will underline the need for managing the 

earth’s resources. 

Carol Brown (Climate Ambassador)  

OFFICE NEWS 
2021 Diaries—closing date is Thursday 17 September 2020. They can be collected from the 

office at County House, when we reopen or posted out to WIs. We look forward to receiving your 

diary orders. 

LADY DENMAN CUP COMPETITION 2020—‘What I heard on the 

bus …’ we have been advised by NFWI that the competition will still 

be going ahead. Closing date for entries to Dorset Federation Office 

is Friday 18 September 2020. 

COUNTY QUIZ QUESTIONS—now available to be posted out to 

WIs.  Please send in your request to County Office, together with a 

payment of £6.50 (this covers however many teams you wish to enter) 

and please also send a large stamped addressed envelope. 

Diane Towndrow 
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MEMBERSHIP & SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Yvonne Marsh. Vice Chair Lyn Coleman & Jan Watson   

TWO NEW ADVISERS FOR DFWI 

ALTOGETHER WI  

has good WI china for hire to other 

WIs for events. Nominal fee £10.  

Please contact Mrs Chris Smith on 

07915 404091 or  

chris.smith1979@virginmedia.com 

SKITTLES  This year’s league has been cancelled. 

Further details will follow at a later date. 

KURLING  We have plenty of time to think about 

how we are going to play the Kurling competition, 

This could be in the same league format as in 

previous years, or perhaps since many 

Institutes now have their own Kurling kit, a different 

system, enabling more matches to be played, could 

be devised. All suggestions welcome!.  

ADVISER TRAINING 

The official Adviser Training is very intense but very rewarding. Four modules are covered: Communication Skills, 

Understanding the WI, Financial Matters and WI Activities. After each module there are assignments to be 

completed online. At times it seemed as if we were on an IT course!  We were told it was the equivalent to having 

an A Level in the WI. 

THE FUTURE 

In the future we will each have WIs to support and advise. We look forward to visiting them all in person, as the 

only communication since lockdown has been by phone or email. It is a challenging time to become an Adviser 

and we are looking forward to it – the first thing will be to help WIs resume meetings again, each in their own way 

and in their own time. 

LIZ SMITH 

I moved to Dorset nearly ten 

years ago (after living in The 

Netherlands for over twenty 

years). One of the first things 

I joined was Child Okeford 

WI. After six years as 

President of Child Okeford 

WI, I was invited to join the 

DFWI Membership and 

Support Committee, with a view to eventually training to 

become a WI Adviser. I shadowed other Advisers for 

about a year and accompanied them to WI meetings all 

over the county. I was also encouraged to attend 

meetings run by DFWI – Board of Trustees, Events and 

Public Affairs meetings; so I learned more about the 

practical experience of how things run here in Dorset. 

The Advisers work very much as a team and I was 

privileged to witness the opening of two new WIs in 

Dorset: Christchurch Belles and Swanage. After 

completing the official Adviser training at Denman, I 

was delighted to hear in July that I had been appointed 

as an Adviser by NFWI. 

 

 

 

SUE HIBBARD 

I joined my local WI at 

Blackdown in 2013 and was 

soon invited to join the 

committee. Since then I have 

been Treasurer and when 

attending a DFWI Speakers 

Audition Day, I saw a leaflet 

asking if WI members were 

interested in becoming WI Advisers. Having read the 

leaflet and spoken to some of the Membership and 

Support Committee who were in attendance, I put 

myself forward as a potential Adviser. I was invited to 

join the Membership and Support Committee, initially as 

an observer and then as an Adviser helper.  I attended 

an Annual Meeting alongside a trained Adviser and was 

also present when the new Poundbury WI was formed.  

My training started in January 2020 where we covered 

the first two modules. Then COVID struck so our 

Denman attendance in May for the second two modules 

had to be cancelled and all the training had to be 

carried out online as well as completion of assignments. 

The trainers have done a sterling job as this method of 

training was as new to them as it was to the trainees 

who became known as the Corona Girls. Hopefully by 

the time you read this I will have passed my 

assignments and received my Adviser badge as a fully 

fledged Adviser.  

mailto:chris.smith1979@virginmedia.com
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RESOLUTION ROUNDUP 

Campaigning about issues that matter to women and 

their communities has been part of the WI agenda from 

the start. During my WI Adviser Training, I looked back 

at what some of these mandates were. Some of them 

made me smile, but of course were extremely relevant 

for their time (supporting the Plumage Bill 1921), others 

addressed issues that directly affected the lives of 

women (increasing women police officers 1924; equal 

pay 1943) and many were concerned with 

environmental issues (litter 1954, river pollution 1936). 

Some memorable mandates have been those where 

members could really ‘get stuck in’  - think bees and 

plastic waste!  Other mandates are perhaps more 

concerned with raising awareness of an issue, lobbying 

those in power and working with other agencies. It is 

through these means that the WI really has become a 

‘force to be reckoned with’ and that’s why I think it so 

important that we all take our responsibilities around 

choosing our preferred resolution seriously. The 

proposers have put a lot of time and effort into writing 

and researching their topic – and remember, all 

resolutions are written by Members like you and me.  

Before the current Covid crisis, a group of members 

from across the Federation were meeting to try and 

write some resolutions, with the hope that we might be 

able to submit one or more from Dorset. There is at 

least one which may be put forward this year, and 

hopefully we can soon continue with our Resolution 

Development Group (just thought of that name!) Look 

out for further news, but we would love more of you to 

be involved – so if you find yourself getting hot under 

the collar about something – think WI resolution! 

You will know by now that due to the cancellation of the 

National Annual Meeting the two most popular 

resolutions are to be taken forward as Public Affairs 

Mandates this year. You should also have had details 

of the process for the 2020/21 resolutions. Resolutions 

should be submitted by September 11. There will be a 

virtual shortlisting meeting on October 1  for Federation 

and Member representatives and this list will be 

communicated to WIs by November 2. 

Your personal selection from the shortlist needs to be 

with the Federation by 18th January.  The National 

Federation always publish lots of material about the 

resolutions to help you to decide, but together with 

Membership and Support we are going to discuss 

whether there is a way of holding our usual Resolution 

meetings during November. These meetings are 

always so interesting and members bring diverse 

points of view which many of us would not think of in 

our own deliberations!   

The chosen Resolutions will be communicated to you 

by early February. The final vote will not be taken at 

the National Annual Meeting in April, but the chosen 

Resolutions will be debated as part of the proceedings. 

The final voting will take place over the summer 2021, 

and further details will come to your WI from NFWI 

NFWI should have sent out detailed information in 

August, but you can also find it on mywi.thewi.org.uk 

and in WI Life. 

I hope you will enjoy getting involved in the next round 

of resolutions, however it is done – after all, it really is 

what makes the WI different. 

Jan Watson (Resolutions co-ordinator) 

ACWW REPORT AUGUST 2020 

The picture shown here is one of the panels made by the Women’s 

Institute of Pahang in Malaysia - one of 25 depicting what were the 

Millennium Goals which are now Sustainable Development Goals. All 

these panels will be auctioned at the next Triennial Meeting in 2022. I 

believe this one depicts both the WI's and ACWW's values. It uses the 

mantra: Teach a Woman, you Teach a Nation; Skill a Woman and you 

Skill a Nation. This contribution from Malaysia broadens our 

understanding and strengthens our aims on global education. 

In 1995 ACWW attended the fourth United Nations World Conference 

on Women, held in Beijing. ACWW committed to achieving what has 

since became the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. They 

identified 12 areas of concern which will need to be solved if women 

were to be able to achieve true equality. This year the UN Commission 

on the Status of Women celebrated 25 years of the Declaration. 

As you may be aware the WI is an educational charity set up in the first 

place to educate Women and girls in the skills of home craft and 

parenting and this continues today. The ACWW took this to a new level with the education of women in what were 

then Third World Countries, so that they were able to improve the lives of their families. In many rural areas there 

was little education for women and, in some cultures, there was none at all. Nowadays both organisations are 

helping to empower women in all walks of life. 

Esme Issacs (ACWW Representative) 
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DENMAN COLLEGE CLOSURE 

An era came to an end on the 22 July 2020 with the news that Denman College would have to close. Recent years 

of struggling with finances, especially in the cost of maintaining a Georgian building, came to an end with the Covid

-19 lockdown drying up income and repayments for cancelled courses having to be made. Many avenues were 

pursued to find a way to keep the college open, but as no solution could be found and with the deficit growing daily 

a decision was made by NFWI to close the college. 

Opened on 24 September 1948, following a vote at the 1945 NFWI Annual Meeting for a WI College, it was named 

after the first NFWI Chairman Lady Denman. For over 70 years the college offered courses in cookery, craft and 

lifestyle. Many Dorset members have taken part in these which has allowed them to widen their horizons, make 

new friends and enjoy the beautiful Oxfordshire countryside. Dorset Federation Weekend have been very popular 

and it is unfortunate that the May 2021 one will not now take place. 

Out of this sad situation new opportunities have come along the first being the online courses, initially developed 

for the lockdown period, which will continue and be developed further. The NFWI is also looking to develop a 

model to offer day and residential courses throughout the country using conference and hotel venues. This model 

will focus on taking the Denman quality of experiences to the members rather than the members travelling to the 

College. 

A Zoom meeting will be held by the NFWI for members in September when you will be able to find out more about 

what led up to the closure and the plans for the future. Information about this will be sent to WI Secretaries by 

NFWI or you can find details on MY WI. The Federation will also pass the information to members as soon as it is 

received. 

Let us look forward to a new way of coming together to extend our experiences and knowledge within the WI 

community, countrywide and in Dorset. The saying goes ‘every cloud has a silver lining’, this can be ours, bringing 

the best of the past and under the exceptional circumstances of today, revising it to meet the needs of the present 

membership. 

Marilyn Holehouse (Denman Ambassador) 

DFWI ANNUAL MEETING –  
THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 2021  

At The Lighthouse Theatre, Poole 

The Annual Meeting for 2020 has been cancelled.  This was a difficult decision to make but due to the uncertainty 

of the current situation with Covid-19 we felt we could not go ahead and ensure everyone's safety. 

BUT we have a date for next year, THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 2021, and we have been able to get  the same 

speakers, Amanda Owen and Dr Annie Grey. We shall also have a Parade of WI Banners during the meeting, so for 

any WIs who do not have a banner you have time to make one, it’s a wonderful visual link to each WI. Look out for 

further information in the months ahead. 
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Chairman: Margaret Bunch  Vice Chair Jean Filby

THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS 

FLORAL EXTRAVANGANZA 

Now, here is something to look forward to. 

We are very fortunate to have Emily Broomhead demonstrating, in flowers “The 

Magic of Christmas” at 2pm Wednesday 9 December at the Allendale Centre in 

Wimborne. 

During the afternoon, Emily, who is a National Demonstrator with the National 

Association of Flower Arranging Societies, will transform the stage with her 

fabulous flower arrangements. It’s a really delightful way to spend an afternoon, 

and could always be supplemented with a little retail therapy in Wimborne 

perhaps, (or having lunch out with your friends?). 

Tickets for this event, which will be open to WI members and non-members, are 

very reasonably priced at £12.  

Booking forms will be available when the office reopens. 

WILLOW WORKING, SLIMBRIDGE WETLAND CENTRE and WREATH WORKSHOP (at County 

House) 

Due to the continuing problems caused by Covid—19 these events have now been cancelled. 

2021 EVENTS  

CHAVENAGE HOUSE: The trip to Chavenage House 

has been rescheduled for TUESDAY 8 JUNE 2021.  WI 

members who booked for this year’s trip will have priority.   

BLENHEIM PALACE:  We hope to arrange the 

Blenheim Palace trip for AUTUMN 2021. 

Rose Garden at Litton Cheney and  

Paddle Boarding at Poole Park details to follow. 

 

On Wednesday 23 

September Dorset 

Federation Events 

are leading a 

Ramble at 

Hengistbury Head.  

Meet in the car park 

at 10.30.  We will be 

in the open air and socially distanced following 

government guidelines.  You may wish to bring a picnic 

with you. 

Following government guidelines we will be limited to 30 

people, if you are coming could you please email 

Margaret (eventschair@dorsetwi.org) so that she can 

make up a Track and Trace list. 

On Tuesday 6 

October Dorset 

Federation Events are 

leading a Ramble at 

Symondsbury, the 

aim is to climb 

Colmars Hill and 

enjoy the views from 

the top, so not a long ramble but a steep climb. Meet in 

the car park at Colmars Hill at 10.30. We will be in the 

open air and socially distanced following government 

guidelines. You may wish to bring a picnic with you.     

Following government guidelines we will be limited to 30 

people, if you are coming could you please email Isabell 

(newseditor@dorsetwi.org) so that she can make up 

a Track and Trace list. 

DORSET FEDERATION RAMBLES 

CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN  

Do you design your own Christmas 

cards, would you like to 

‘showcase’ them on the DFWI 

News Website.  We would love to 

see them and it may give other WI 

members ideas for cards.   

Send them to Newseditor@dorsetwi.org 
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WINTERBORNE KINGSTON WI 

When lockdown began many of our members, due to 

age, were unable to fulfil their usual roles of 

volunteering in the community. Contact was 

maintained by phone and social media and younger 

members did shopping etc, but ‘What could we all do?’ 

Then we heard of the request from Blandford Hospital 

for Sunshine bags. In-patients were not having visitors 

and missing the treats they would normally bring. So 

some members made bags, whilst everyone was able 

to help provide the contents. All kinds of toiletries, 

sweets, chocolates, small drink cartons, tissues, puzzle 

packs and pens, and much more turned up in 

abundance. This is part of the letter of thanks we 

received. 

Sandie Walters sorting the bags 

VERWOOD EVENING WI 

In normal times I would perhaps be writing up an 

account of a particularly interesting speaker or activity in 

our Group to submit to WI News for publication. The 

reality is our last meeting was back in March and we 

have just reluctantly cancelled our September speaker 

as we do not yet know how social distancing and other 

considerations will affect our getting together in one 

room. So with no monthly meeting, no Craft Club, no 

Book Club, no Lunch Club, and no Walking Club how 

have we in Verwood Evening WI been faring? 

As we were not able to have our usual Cream Tea 

during the summer we decided to have individual teas in 

our own gardens. Committee members baked scones 

and cakes and then delivered them to all members of 

the Group. We could all then eat our cakes and drink 

our tea (or something stronger if preferred!) and toast 

the WI together but apart! We so liked this idea we are 

going to repeat it in August. 

Although we are unable to meet together in a Group we, 

as individuals, have kept in touch through the telephone 

and, for most of our members, computer. These 

contacts can be a real comfort as most of us during 

these longs months have experienced periods of anxiety 

and depression. To exchange tales of how we did our 

shopping, how our hair has been trimmed with kitchen 

scissors, news of our families, and many other topics all 

helped to lighten the load. In these surreal times, we 

appreciate the benefits of our organisation and the 

friendship and fellowship that it fosters. We hear news of 

rising cases in some areas, local lockdowns, second 

waves, and possibly a lengthy wait for a vaccine but at 

least we still have our WI in Verwood! 

Rita Kiernan 

Although the idea for this was to provide some of the 

things patients couldn’t receive during COVID, there will 

always be patients admitted with very little and no 

visitors. To be able to hand over a packed sunshine bag 

will be just marvellous. So on behalf of all of us, thank 

you. You have sent bags full of sunshine to the patients 

of Tarrant ward. 

Joan Nash 

MARNHULL WI 

Marnhull WI members had a garden party on Tuesday 

4 August in a lovely garden belonging to one of their 

members. They all brought their own picnic and drink, 

and of course, socially distanced. 

Helen Chalkley 
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WOOL WI 

GIANT OAKS FROM LITTLE ACORNS 

GROW – HOW TRUE  

We were planning a craft day making Dorset 

Buttons at County House only for it to be 

cancelled as we were overtaken by the Covid 

virus. 

One of our WI members, Isabell, was 

disappointed at the cancellation and casually 

said something to the effect maybe we could 

make a large one and got to work producing a 

button about 18” inches in diameter. Another 

thought crossed her mind and she wondered 

how big the largest button was so she 

approached the Guinness World record office. 

The group of six members of Wool WI who had 

been 

part of 

the initial discussions were amazed when we realised that any attempt we 

made would need to be 2 metres plus in diameter, would a simple button 

defeat Wool WI ! 

The rim was duly constructed from plastic water pipe, and a call went out 

for wool. We should have known, Tess had a stash of wool in her attic so 

as soon as restrictions were lifted and six people could meet in a garden 

we set to and had great fun taking it in turns working on the button hung in 

an open gazebo. 

We were all amazed and delighted with the end result and it was officially 

measured, and videos and photographs of the work were submitted to 

GWR. Imagine our delight when we received word that our attempt had 

been successful, we are all very pleased and with the reporting we have 

had in the local news we hope this will have raised the profile of the WI in 

Dorset.  

 Kath Burth 

BRAIN TEASER  (Answers in the Dorset News Website https://dorsetfwi-news.weebly.com) 

Across 
 2. A monster lurked in Shapwick, what was it.(4) 

 6. Town in Dorset with two castles. (9) 

 7. Letters have to be two ways to get to Dorset. (6) 

 9. Reel when old shilling is found on top of rubbish 

bin. (6) 

11. Not just a telephone exchange. (11) 

12. Village in Purbeck named after the hill beside   

it. (7) 

Down 

 1. Wide wood found in West Dorset. (8) 

 3. One of many in Dorset, preceded by White in wo 

places. (6) 

 4.  A mere crook can be reformed in the outskirts 

of Poole. (9) 

 5. West, East or Herring in South Dorset. (7) 

 8. Present an account which goes to the wall. (6) 

10. Egdon was one in Hardy’s novel. (5) 

https://dorsetfwi-news.weebly.com/


Dorset WI NEWS ⚫ September 2020 11 

 

NORMALITY OF SORTS 

Now that we are able to get out and about a bit more, WIs are getting themselves organised with various events. Be 

it a socially distanced ramble, a treasure hunt, garden parties or a committee meeting we are being positive about 

the current situation and look at what we can do and not what we can’t.  Does your WI have a picture of what you 

have been doing over the summer, send it to newseditor@dorsetwi.org and we will publish it in October. 

Child Okeford WI 

Wool WI 

Child Okeford WI 

Stalbridge WI 

Southwell WI 

Bradford Abbas WI were forced inside for their picnic due 
to bad weather but still managed a socially distanced 
informal get-together.   
 
With the guitar is Miranda Prender, a Bradford Abbas WI 
member, who took part in the Summertime Twist earlier in 
the summer. 

Wey Bay WI 


